Open Access Library Journal
2025, Volume 12, 11883
ISSN Online: 2333-9721

ISSN Print: 2333-9705

The Confusion of a Marginal American: The
Container Metaphorical Interpretation of
Baldwin’s The Discovery of What It Means to Be

American

Weizhang Jia

English Department, Zhejiang Yuexiu University, Shaoxing, China

Email: jwzh6420@163.com

How to cite this paper: Jia, W.Z. (2025) The
Confusion of a Marginal American: The
Container Metaphorical Interpretation of
Baldwin’s The Discovery of What It Means
to Be American. Open Access Library Journal,
12: e11883.
https://doi.org/10.4236/0alib.1111883

Received: June 28, 2024
Accepted: March 28, 2025
Published: March 31, 2025

Copyright © 2025 by author(s) and Open
Access Library Inc.

This work is licensed under the Creative
Commons Attribution International
License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

(OROR oo s

Abstract

This paper examines the metaphorical structure of Baldwin’s work The Dis-
covery of What It Means to Be an American in the light of the theory of meta-
phors. It argues that the meaning of Baldwin’s article depends critically upon
structural metaphors and ontological metaphors of people’s experiences. With
the help of these conceptual metaphors, the author finds it is easier to find
Baldwin’s contradiction, entanglement, introspection and disillusion which
were described in the article. In the article, the author finds that Baldwin fore-
grounded his works with the preposition phrase “in + place” in the whole arti-
cle. The construct “in + place” can be easily associated with container schema.
This structural metaphor, together with other conceptual metaphors, is in fact
a common knowledge for human beings.
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RIEF = EIRAR. ERXRCES, EERRMES TERA— 2 BAERLE
TSP I AR, BT G, (HEIXSSEEBRIR X Z . B2
A “RRPE—ART BIER —FF, SRR B ITEE % TR . (B 4R 1
KA, R E— 2 BAMER, ORISR A Syl
e FFH, BFOME LS a3 AMEFR ISR 2, A s o
RS E T, bl LR e E S RO AL ARSI ST, kel T E S
Sty . BAEIAGA, (AfbREAE R REER. shifEREEXK
M b, s T ESRmI, RE TERIST, Be T H O,

RS B OIS A4 B BB R P EA R ML, B
CABE MRS R A — 2 B RS o 128 3 R DA B T S B B o e o B e bk 2
PR BIERS O HRIRES, 5 YRS B ORI 5T A, BEAE IR S 11
PR IIEE

2. Rk H A

N B Mg 15 5 /2 F Lakoff & Johnson #& ! 1] . £ Metaphors We Live by (3
135 LLAE A7 HIREID — 5 H,  Lakoff & Johnson (1980) [1]V£4HEE 1 Bl A
FRRIEF BRI SN, A ARE4EN TR “BATEENIES RS, IR
MBS I, WA 2R X7 (1980: p. 3). Bl (1945 & F —
AN EFE. RSN (1980:p. 5). I HHHES BEIE I ELHRT 7T,
Lakoff & Johnson (1980) [1 KA Eamar 73y SiMakamn. JrArkame . SEARkzmE .

FriBgsfkang, miaH— MRS EEM S — &, W ARGUMENTIS
WAR (FHR 2K ) . Bt 58S BARSMANANFE RIS, (EE Z AR
Z AL Z AL, BT DAAE AR A X A B o] DL 4 L M o BTV 5 1 B g
oA R R 5 A )R] L RIA i R, 40: HAPPY IS UP (EfR/E M
Yo NKHESMWAEFER S VRIRAT, 58 SR I g2 05521, AR ar s
HRECHEAS BB B N R, ITROE S i Hin B O R, TN ROR
O ETH AR o T S A4 R gy )2 48 F BAR I W R s R ) AR &,
IDEAS ARE OBJECTS (WM& & 4 74) .

1E (S RAFEENY —3Crh, SRR 7RG AR EEER, R
B T2y e B — MRS R A oy — MG A B T Sk B F B A& (R AR v
PN R AR

3. XFERTBEIRT R R ERIE

FHE & 22 0 5 1R AR SO e SR B T eE . Ho, RIUE
i AR S R R S SO E R B D TR
3.1. XEERPRIBTEL

Hi 54k (foregrounding) /& AR LB A2 FH K — N ARTE . X TH 5, At
R B e NN R AR T o SO AR i P AT S AL R AR X QIR BT
NZHIEBL. Leech (2001: p. 58) [2]3, “Rpllifi s /) AL ZECE 1F
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KU BINL, R AR A . 7 SRR OE S SR (E R T
ML, /UG JRIA S e AR o At E R 2R R VR R RIS AL, 52 Bl sz i
JRE 24 6] T S5 A ) PN B A S A

RIAE it P RV A A 25 02 B 5 S AR N i AR 55, AR T
JREEAR i AU AR IR B Stockwell (2002: p. 14) [3]45 1, SCANIIRTRALZ
BT AR EEFER, XEFERSHE NLKESEATERI X . s
PR VTR B AT S AE R ST 2, I P S5 ) 1 225 44 T 2 nT AR I AE
WCAIREE R b, R DLEE B AL Z IR EARII . e ak b 124 ) (alliteration)
JG 15 & %) (assonance) « 1 7 (consonance) « JX i) (reverse rhyme). ¥ & #)
(pararhyme) f1## #) (rhyme) & — &5 WL AT R4 . He e, Wl
MG SUAEEERS,  WIKE I (metaphor) . $2ii(synecdoche). ¥4l (metonymy) =541
RNETRUIANTB . REfks, HEWRT LR RIE A,
WS REEE S EE R EME, TRUA RO BN, IR X RS ) B
fitt

3.2. {HAXEAN) FEIRLKIES

E (FRNFEEN) ZXFECEF, J7000 in + Hip(America 5% Europe)iX
FRIBE LTI, CFEH W) there 45 in Europe, here 1 in America. It
4, 5Z %K) in Paris« in New York L& %€ i M E) (in which)Z5 7% MR 7))
Rt TNRENXLTEFE A MR B 4t

wEREA H I
in America 3
here (in America) 5
in New York/pockets of it/a society 3
in which/where/somewhere/everywhere 6
leave America/this country/the group 3
in Europe 14
there (in Europe) 4
in Paris/Pigalle/Neuilly 7
running off to Europe/living on a continent/on European soil 3

E A EG T BHEE Y, “in+ S ORI T2, A1)
DS I S AR A RO “in + LAY X PP TE R . T “in+ HbAL”
KPS R PR 5 5 A A B R k.

Johnson (1987: p. 22) [4] Lakoff (1987: p. 267) [5]%5IA AN, 75 #% K x{(container
schema) &/ £ T N RG50S R B, e R B R NAE 5 5 5 BN
EARIERES, REHIHS NGB MR NS ARE— =481

DOI: 10.4236/0alib.1111883

3 Open Access Library Journal


https://doi.org/10.4236/oalib.1111883

W. Z. Jia

B, NEASWAUK, FIRHEH R R A5 o A AR W 3% fid
IS FIEASMZRR, WHERE, HKES. —MNARTENE RS — A
KA. MEIXANEBRNFERY, WERSARA — M EEmiE. EE
FE MBI R — A .

—AMNEZRNAEFEAFENERANR, ANTH AR SR FE — A 2585 435
IR A . 15 BT SR BE M IDEAS ARE OBJECTS (W& 45 78), K 54l
PEEAR, Rt GOUL 2 o (B A A & NS Bemgy =X R 4 1) B AT

4. (BREEAN) PR MARIE
4.1. (HARXEA) PHIEEFEEM

EiE B gEair, 7 CEONEE N R R SCES, SRR H ARt
[F PR, FEE . MNER . RERXANAHENEAR “RKi” w4
ANFET RPN EE NI /087 o FERERXANRHEN, ERPE. ATHRER,
R s DA R B AR S b R A R 2 TR Y 5 AN [

B IRE SR T motley (), IXANAE— 7 THIAE T T S B T 3
E PRI, 75— 77T )R 73 EIXAS “25 487 AR BOR B R .
AN LS TN AR AR T S [ [ P R R 1) AR R A — g SR A S

Jackendoff (1985: p. 77) [6]45 tH, AR FHEA 1) —AN 77 T =2 T 1)
REJJ, BRI — 5 g S e BRAN e It — R e Yu s 1) LA S i) . 4544 Baigr TO
BE DIFFERENT IS TO DIVIDE (A [/ 43 7F) 5 TO BE SIMILAR IS TO CON-
NECT (FHLh 2 & 1) IE 2 NI T B BRI Y aE 75 R bR e /F 8 —A
BN, RHREAN—LBANMER, MR FRRESS T kGaENZEANSA
NGHRER . A T iRdhx—Z50, MFHEEEE N, XRIMSFE 5%
N8 X PP i oA MR AL B A At e DAAE IX MRS A A . BRHT
(pickaninny) & % (nigger)iX L& i 15 & 40 H 1 B EE B A BOIEML B 21
S, B2 AT R BER—FF, A ROMETR, BEIFXAES.
ZEFEE TO HATE IS TO LEAVE (2 5 7F) =& Sl AR B T 56 [ X A5 2% 1)
AR o

FERR, JCHRAETRXAERN, B2 [ [FEFA 5 A 2188 1) HAb
EEMER, ARAMAE AN BERFHZI, ORISR
501 T (W78 ol 1 0 b b o] o X (W ESTLY @7 NG Bsval O (X (W R0
B At IR Z E B e g N 0 2 [ L e —FrRIR R A R . R EERR
LGN %, KA LGLEHIR. Z5RTEARTT LI (TO HATEIS TO
LOVE). FAHJERH, NI-FRF LRI TO LOVE IS TO SHARE (% /27
EY G

Z AR M, SRR R IR KGR TR E, SRE A ARE AR
B S B AR RHE AT 2 TR, R 5 38 A 4 ikt 22 B MR

1E R IX SE7E R 28 P ik B IR 4R Bl 7 3 SR B o B4 I 10 5 L
AR IAEA RSB A R E R HsziX 5 NN A0 /5 A
ZIEVFEA, TE— DB N IR A SRR, R SRS
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A SNH A ML E A T IR SR MR B . ERERADRAEN, (FH
BERTECD, BUOVITLEEASNZRNAEL, TEhRtESAaA. by
BANZFBERRER, B ARFLRIE, RgaEilh” . (22545
TFRE, B 7RI R R DR R IR R R AR 1, EER RS
I3 HH X P T i A SR, R RO IR . BT 2
Bl A R 8 -

——
\/

BT BRI, FEEIFISEE MR E R XMEP A2 ZE]
AR ARG RFE . s b, SR 75 S0 2 KFIA 7 LIFE IS JOURNEY
(RS TRAR) IX AN 45 M BaigT . SCF R 1Y dig back to the way (A HE 17 eee =+,
his entire sojourn (fli1#EER). full circle, back to (%8 T #& % —[&| S [71 3]
J e )~ running off to (i F]------ )~ for his journey (fth I FE) il /21X > 45 1)
Remay ) H AR R I

B 7R AR TS LA E AN 25 %5 18] H) R A2 (LIFE IS JOURNEY) Kfgi b, 7 36 [H1X
AN, SRR R AL VS ALAE 5 £ Rl (LIFE IS STAGEPLAY) . ¥4t FE L Ui,
CEWHRERES” o UEHEEGRBIA BN GG, iz TEE
FE X A B A Aty 78 1 £ 4 (accepted my role) » 7EIX AR H A (in the ex-
traordinary drama), A N#RA A8, RS A EERK, 24
FIHBIRIER . AR B —Y 5, MfE MR SEE ML) 50 P BT K .

X3 BRI BRIIX AN 25 28 [ 251, B i = BHEH T A COUNTRY OF
LONG HISTORY IS MORE STABLE THAN THE SHORT ONE (Jfj 5 K i [H 5¢
B LR E K A8 %) « MOBILE IS UNSTABLE (L )52 A8 5E )« NEW IS
UNSTABLE ()2 RFE /). OLD IS STABLE (ZHIZFER). OLD IS
FIXED (3 [72 [ € /1)« NEW IS LOOSE (7 FI & FA B ) S5 45 By . AR T
KR s, SEEDE— NI E R . OB, BrbASE Bk & A [ e
R Z. EEESAZ A, EEEE RN AN AN AL
o, MrEseTRERA —MABIEA A, Bk, —MASEAREE O
AR E TRy RINY L LR

X3 EFIRRIIX AN 25 28 (1K), ifl#83E 32 Fl T MORE FREEDOM IS
IN A BIG CONTAINER THAN IN A SMALL ONE (K [¥) 78 2% A # Eb /N 728 2%
P9 R EE ) A AL B o TESE I, A 2 AR T SR PR T 424 e S (RN R A
X), BAGRTE—A 48 (pocket) N T TE EREE, 1E3F £ ] LLAE 703k J 55— AN )
%, WEREGARE. NEAXEITAX . @ik iXABarg, SEEEs 7Rk
(CEEE YN Mo i AR

TR IX AN AN, BI04 E R OB . G5 M BRI LIFE IS
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STRUGGLE/WAR (“Eifi /& S} ol ) 2 LM S I fERE, A% ELH
5 i WL &7 77 2 (flexing his muscles), SKUERH H C& IE 1. F K 75 24}
-+ /2 [f14F 21 (by means of pure bull-headedness), 7 M\ F M LA T 4405
(an indescribable series of odd jobs) 4 REfLIRIE |3 El 4L 2B A6 1) Bl — 2o
CHH] be very crippling (5% /)« made his first breakthrough (MU 25—k %
fl})« has simply won a crucial skirmish in a dangerous, unending and unpredict-
able battle (7E—XE RIFE L W™ HFFA L MEFERHFRA T IR 1 — 57 g
EOUB/NBLEL SF) . freedom has its dangers and its responsibilities ( F HH 7
KSR AN TIT) 508 5 A S A G TERR S /N IR B e /N R 38 Y
BRERAG H A E R A A AR A, RAE X R R, ARG A S, ED
AR T

WERACASAAE — DEARAGTE, A IX A4 N AR N AE R B AR )
— 5, VERQMEMAEMBABISL . R8T PARTS BELONG TO
WHOLE (#8753 J& T~ B 44) iIX A S My R ke 1 e EAL b, AEX Tl S 1 B
AN NKEE, HEHREEESK 0. FRIRK IR e
MR MRS T, EME TRE A AN IO NS 6
&, FEREIZRI CRIB-RAVEIEY ZPTLAMRR, & BN /R T2 e 4R 5 8
AR, R T H A AR R

FrAMEF TO WRITE IS TO EXPOSE (‘5 {E/&ME)t). WRITER IS AN
EXPOSER (EZ 2 WR 6 ) & 4k fana, R0l TIER M Ear. ExXAZ%
K2 MR E AL 4 K 5k 1 (there are no untroubled countries in
this fearfully troubled world), E{E AR5 B SE A 25 Feil At 2 1)
TR . B AL S0 — SE R . YA R E B0 vk S i . SE T
Fhx PRI 8L ) 2% H 58 R K 25 B, AT AT DA S [l 4 v fide i o
BAE— D EXNAT AR INA NS ORI 2 T E, R4S H.

4.2. (BFAXEAN) PHISLERE M

B 7RSS E XA GRS, CEAEAE TR kR (FEhT
XL SRR 1 2 BRI TR R R T G A&

SRR IDEAS ARE THINGS (GEAEJE AR 10) & — /N iy g . WELe S
MRV ? EEF S, EEARER. FEEAG RIS 3 E g
Uiy A S B AEHE S B ALET R Al R ARV . 1 e, SEAARS G IDEA IS A BUILD-
ING (DA ) 2 S AR AT B SO AR R R (. BRI Z /i, 6
R — E b OB S KA, RUONAE S E X B R L 5. fE
EH, EEAITEANGT S, HEER NS NHE 2 A R, (HEEE
JUESE, 85 Hofh 2 EE R B sg i, bR T R ENBIMER “B1ER
ZNFER” MAMILFEKZEL 254, W, SEhZEEEnIESER
AR SIAE—FEBIR T, ARSI S TR T . SCEH props (X
). knocked out ({#]#1). breakdown (fiiist). recreate (F %)% HI RIS #H
YIRAE SE bR 2 R AR O Je BT 015t . RUE PSS A i 405 4 BE THI %
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ML,
BEAN, TG To e AL 2 T 2 I B K B . AL RAML S BUBRA
HEAANZIERGTJE, 1 HE 4 7 E e i SREEmE SOCIAL
PARANOIA IS BARRIER (#:2x ffihi B RS 420) At /2 =4 I 58 [ £ o ) L S
I BEARSEEM BRIt RG24, BEEMEIREL, AFEE N1+
PEE R PRILR . FERRIN KN BE 25 5 AL 2 AHRNY A 2k . BRI A A1 g s A% 4t
SR NAEA 2 Pl A FE A LB RS . 2R AERAE
BRI . 5 BSOS AN —FERI L SAFAE . AT ST s B i — iR
s [l (O ANBAEAS B, T DAAE BRI 14 28 [ 4 o R g kv 31 B B A7 AE AN A
— AR A b N E L, NS N Z BRSSO RS . SO
“reach outto. accessibleto. opento” X /x5 AL ZE LK “in Paris,
I began to see the sky for what seemed to be the first time” (£ 222 I 4G 1A
H—IE BRI NATE R 7185 L At ) JE B .

a5 AR RPN Bk, 8RR R R B T H 2B B R
(preconception) . A& PRECONCEPTION IS BARRIER (Ji i 2 &1 477) f
FAEH IR BB & 0 ) B I AR . Shattering (F1l) — 1A 2 S8 & W] LAY bar-
rier (FEASF)FEICHT, RAITHOX — 6, A geibfb s iR 28K 5 5K HE 57
FER B — AT 1) o WS 36 [ 1575 24 98 5 R & 0] 36 E B VLR A —FE,
AATTRT RER 56 [ 2 AR 2« IR SRR RVE L BRIPAFEIE R, X0 KD
SEEAN R A FE R eI R, AN 2 HAE A 4R . XMt B R B T B
SRIRE ,  AEDR LR T AR R A .

SEARRENET ORIGIN IS A MARK (i £ 10 5) f — A EE #L E O
e R — R AT R k@ N, W AR . BT BE ik
EBTF G A TR e AR, (H2 LR e e R, 8 ERSWEEN LS
&, XTI AT AR AR o S AR A XA R s 1 L E R
AR L 0 A TR

5. &5i%

R AN AR A AR AT, I A & B E 2 R, BT
KRBT B ORI, KL TR S R EAR] T (R JE . LA
B 5 AT Z R WL AT, Al AL T WAL 2 25 B JZ A Ap i Al ) A 5 57
PR o S 0 L 7 SR I JEL A RO Aot e b A B 1 A g S ) — T e
BRH AL 2B D T AR ER G AR 28 B2 WA IR, DR I A s Ja
R MlEE TR AR E SR AT HER. ANERE Ak
Mot A b4 2, (R AP 2 7 AR R & P AR 2 O R L PR A
IE A AEIR AL SR RJE IR E], ST IR M PSRRI A R BUA K, T
FAER o AEF PRI N OS2 BRI AN, MBS LIRS 2%
MNATTHE RS SEAEAE RIS o

AL T CAAT UM R e ) ) LA 0 S, IR AR AR I
I 2SR LR AE TS, TR E TR . R A EH
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BT, ST E 2R, HE ka2 amir . ARERG, O
A L3 R N RAE TR F . RIS tH 5 Ak B rp o e — B 5 B3 . 5 (2007:
246) [714a ., “MMEIER FIELHY, ATeek i aE RENELH, 5
BT RIEHME B HED T HX R S bt st S e R, B (S BAEI
SERZBRR ARG o SRR S B SE B B TR 5 i N SR I B A
Lakoff & Johnson (1980: 69) [1]#5H, “ME&FamPS & 28175 77 W H -5 FATH
AR EYIN R o AR FKAEVE AT SO I 5 AT (] 22 A 20 e th 17 B 8 4
B, S s st R AR tH S JRAT T DA A A7 AR
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Appendix (Abstract and Keywords in Chinese)

—hriagREARER: SEERER (AREANE KR K
A R

BE: ASCHMES IR B AR 1 58 [ AE SRR AR & (B NS E IR
SCRIRILY o ATV, B3 T LAAE TN SIS0 6 v 1 45 o v 5 ST A B 2%
ik (EONREANMESCRAIL KA. 0T XEmisrm, "By
Brath BRSO TEIR AR S R TR R E T . A KB BRI LERE .
FEAEGh SRR EAE “in+ HUT” XAE FRAHTRA, T “in+ M
R RMRIBAIRE BN 5 E ISP Rk . sk DL e R
RSB A NSRS 3 R .

R Mk, SR, AR, AR, MR
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